INSTRUCTIONS AND GRADING CRITERIA FOR THE FORMAL PRESENTATION OF YOUR SENIOR THESIS PROJECT
PSC-4099

The two most important assignments this semester are the final draft of your thesis and a formal oral presentation of your project. The talk is worth 10 percent of your final course grade. 
The oral presentation is described in your syllabus in the following way:

Each student will give a ten-minute professional, technology-enhanced presentation of his or her thesis research and take audience questions. Your presentations and the Q&A session will each last a total of 15 minutes. Your presentations will be assessed for their content, analysis, organization, delivery, and engagement of the audience. The presentation grade will be jointly determined by the course instructors.

What criteria will be used to assign the overall grade on your presentation? Your instructor will apply the University’s standard grading rubric to assign your presentation grade. As such:

· A-range grades will be awarded only to presentations that are excellent in all respects.

· B-range grades will be assigned to presentations that are good in all respects and thus “clearly above average.” B work has elements that could be stronger 
· C-range grades will be given to presentations that are “satisfactory,” meeting all of the assignment’s requirements but having much obvious room for improvement. 
· The grade of D will be assigned to student presentations that are “unsatisfactory,” such that the presentation fails to meet the basic requirements of the senior seminar. 
· The grade of F will be recorded if the presentation is not given.

· Plus and minus grades will be used in instances where the quality of thesis falls somewhere in between these rubric categories. 

· Student attendance at all of the student presentations in their designated session mandatory. Should you miss one or more presentation sessions without a suitable explanation (arrange for exceptions in advance if you have other obligations), your presentation grade will be deducted by one grade per missed session.

What are the specific expectations for the presentation? You will receive separate grades for the professionalism of your presentation and the content. For professionalism, while there will be a gap between your presentation and submission of the final draft of your thesis, it nonetheless is imperative that your talk be completely polished. Treat this as a professional presentation similar to what you would give if you were employed as a young professional assigned to give talk summarizing several months’ work to an audience that includes important clients of your firm and your supervisor. Craft and deliver the talk in way that will allow a non-expert on your issue to understand completely what your argument is and what evidence supports it. Do not read it, but have an outline handy for reference. Dress professionally, and make it obvious that you have practiced your talk. Be articulate, clear, and fully engaged with the audience. Your PPT slides should be as flawless as you can get them, paying close attention to formatting, grammar, spelling, and aesthetics. Make sure that your charts, tables, and text summaries are elegant and easy to read from the back of the room. They should not be cut-and-pasted screenshots of SPSS tables or charts, but rather carefully constructed documents that efficiently and elegantly summarize your findings (i.e., like what you have seen in the articles you have read when completing your literature review).  Your chart(s) should reflect the ability to use Excel to create bar graphs that effectively communicate statistical findings. 
What content needs to be in the talk? 
The required content for the final talk and an extensive checklist are noted in the graded practice-presentation assignment (Professional Development, Assignment #3). Review it carefully, and use the checklist. 
