
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

The independent 
variable—Racial 
category—goes into 
the “Rows” window. 
The dependent 
variable goes into the 
“columns” window 

I opened the cell option, and 
checked the options for “observed” 
(counts) and “Row” (percentages 

Separately, I opened the 
“Statistics” option and 
told SPSS that I only 
want to see results for a 
Chi-square test 



 

 

 

51% of Brazilians voted for Bolsonaro in 2018. Did one’s race (a 
categorical variable have an association with vote choice? The 
cross table percentages make it look like one’s race was 
associated with voting, but would we find this same association in 
repeated sampling? 

The Chi-square test shows us that 
repeated sampling would find that 
the pattern we see above—people of 
different races being more or less 
likely to vote for Bolsonaro would be 
found consistently. The Chi-Square 
statistics  p-value is <.001, meaning 
that 1000 similarly collected 
samples should all find that there is 
an associate between race and voice 
choice in 2018.  

As long as the p-value is .05 or 
smaller, there is an association 
between race and voice choice. If the 
significance stat were .05, it would 
mean that we would expect to find 
this association in 19 out of every 20 
samples. If the p-value was .053, we 
would say there is no statistically 
meaningful association between the 
two variables.   


